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The Washington Merry-Go-Round 


Poet May Open Ports W Rmsia 


By Drew Pearson and the Khrushchev regime, agreed to between the United now trying to make up for 
lack Andcmnn added that it migit be states and the Soviet was sup- these blunders. 

JOCK Anaerson difficult to p^uade Thomp- ^ ^ ^ announced simul- Pl^oe, we have 

The most Important negoti- son to take the ]ob, since he “ oe annoracea simul Kremlin that for 

ations with Soviet Russia since tias passed retirement age and taneously in Moscow and the time being we ate not get- 
the Test-Ban Treaty are about was looking forward to a more Washington. Instead, someone ting into the race for an anti- 
ito be launched by President relaxed hfe with a university, at the Texas White House missile system— at least not 
If sue- 1-ate one evening, however, jumped the gun. The Kremlin until Ambassador Thompson 
X Icessful they President got a phone call was sore. can discuss the whole matter 

\ iwill lead to the ^™m Secretary of Defense 2. Kremlin leaders are irked and try to arrive at a treaty. 

of ®l<=Namara, who was familiar because we are escalating the Second, the United States 


^opening up of iviciNamara, who was laminar oecause we are escalating the Second, the United States 
?U.S. ports to witli the hope to drMt Thomp- war in Vietnam at the very plans to open all but two dr 
^European Com- son. McNamara said that he same time we have announced three ports in the United 1 

[munist ships, 1'®<1 ®®t beside Mrs. Thompson that we want to improve our States to European Comihu- 

iand to a truce ® dinner party. He asked relations with Eastern Europe, nist ships. At present, Coni- 
iin the missile 1^ l*nr husband would be will- They’ve been asking how it is munlst ships can enter only 
'race. *ng to go back to Russia. Mrs. possible to improve relations two American ports, and even 

I They should Thompson replied that her with the Communist countries so it takes them one month to 
•also be a step husband is a patriotic man at the same time we are in- get clearance. > 

toward achiev- ®“d joked that if he didn’t go creasing our bombing raids In the future, however, Com- 
which men talk i^^hen the President over the Communist counter munist ships will be able to 

Christmas sea- asked him she would leave of North Vietnam. 


, enter all American ports ex- 

son but do so little that is from the Johnson- cept for those such as Pearl 

tangible to obtain. Next day the President Gromyko discussions regard- Harbor which are fortifiei'*’ 

In preparation for these caUed Thompson to the White ing Soviet concern over the President Johnson is fulfjr 
discussions. President John- House, asked him to serve in Chinese border. The leak was aware that such a move will 
son went to some pains last ^^oaoow once again. Thompson immediately denied by the bring an outcry from the right 
fall to select the new Ameri- Hved up to his wife’s predic- State Department, but the wing in the United States, arid 
can Ambassador to Moscow. accepted. story was accurate and caused from maritime unions. Politi- 

First he talked with vari- preparing to consternation in Moscow. The cally it will not be a popular 

ous experts, who told him shortly after Christmas last thing the Russians want move. 

that it was important to get — *o undo some recent is to have the rest of the The third Important move 
an Ambassador who under- Munders in Soviet-American Communist world know that which the United States i? 
stood the Russian language relatlosn; second, to put across they have talked to the United making to improve Sovi^- 


-a— — ' — •• — “ **i^*»»%* MW . 

plied without hesitation that They are miffed because of Chma. 

he was LleweUyn (Tommy) inexcusable blunders as fol- tt c A 
Thompson, who had served lows: U.S. Upen 

five terms as Ambassador dur- 


1. The recent space treaty! The State Department is 




